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Revelation From God
 
 
 

Fishing River, Missouri 
 

What is revelation?
 
Scripture 
 
“Surely the Lord God will do nothing, but he revealeth his secret unto his servants the 
prophets.”  (Amos 3:7) 
 
“Wherefore, I the Lord, knowing the calamity which should come upon the inhabitants 
of the earth, called upon my servant Joseph Smith, Jun., and spake unto him from 
heaven, and gave him commandments; And also gave commandments to others, that 
they should proclaim these things unto the world; and all this that it might be fulfilled, 
which was written by the prophets . . . That faith also might increase in the earth; 
That mine everlasting covenant might be established; That the fulness of my gospel 
might be proclaimed by the weak and the simple unto the ends of the world. . .”  
(Doctrine and Covenants 1:17-18, 21-23) 
 
“And I, Jesus Christ, your Lord and your God, have spoken it.  These words are not of 
men nor of man, but of me; wherefore, you shall testify they are of me and not of 
man; For it is my voice which speaketh them unto you; for they are given by my Spirit 
unto you.”  (Doctrine and Covenants 18:33-35) 
 
“Yea, behold, I will tell you in your mind and in your heart, by the Holy Ghost, which 
shall come upon you and which shall dwell in your heart.”  (Doctrine and Covenants 
8:2) 
 
Words of Joseph Smith 
 
“The Lord deals with this people as a tender parent with a child, communicating light 
and intelligence and the knowledge of his ways as they can bear it.”  (History of the 
Church 5:402)  
 
“The best way to obtain truth and wisdom is not to ask it from books, but to go to 
God in prayer, and obtain divine teaching.”  (History of the Church 4:425)  
 
“It is the privilege of the children of God to come to God and get revelation . . . When 
any person receives a vision of Heaven, he sees things that he never thought of 
before.”  (The Words of Joseph Smith, 13-14) 
 
“The plea of many in this day is, that we have no right to receive revelations; but if 
we do not get revelations, we do not have the oracles of God; and if they have not 
the oracles of God, they are not the people of God.”  (History of the Church 5:257) 
 
“No man can receive the Holy Ghost without receiving revelations. The Holy Ghost is 
a revelator.”  (History of the Church 6:58) 
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Path into the Sacred Grove 

Words of Joseph Smith (continued)
 
“It is also the privilege of any officer in this Church to obtain revelations, so far as 
relates to his particular calling and duty in the Church.”  (History of the Church 2:477) 
 
“. . . it is contrary to the economy of God for any member of the Church, or any one, to 
receive instructions [revelation] for those in authority, higher than themselves, 
therefore you will see the impropriety of giving heed to them; but if any person have a 
vision or a visitation from a heavenly messenger, it must be for his own benefit and 
instruction . . .”  (History of the Church 1:338) 

How did Joseph Smith receive revelations? 
 
Words of Joseph Smith 
 
“After I had retired to the place where I had previously designed to go, having looked 
around me, and finding myself alone, I kneeled down and began to offer up the desires 
of my heart to God . . . I saw a pillar of light exactly over my head, above the 
brightness of the sun, which descended gradually until it fell upon me . . . When the 
light rested upon me I saw two Personages, whose brightness and glory defy all 
description, standing above me in the air. One of them spake unto me, calling me by 
name and said, pointing to the other - This is My Beloved Son. Hear Him! . . . I asked 
the Personages who stood above me in the light . . . I was answered. . .”  (Joseph 
Smith History 1:15-19)  
 
“It is my meditation all the day, and more than my meat and drink, to know how I shall 
make the Saints of God comprehend the visions that roll like an overflowing surge 
before my mind.”  (History of the Church 5:362) 
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Amherst, Ohio   
Words of Joseph Smith (continued)
 
“A person may profit by noticing the first intimation of the spirit of revelation; for 
instance, when you feel pure intelligence flowing into you, it may give you sudden 
strokes of ideas, so that by noticing it, you may find it fulfilled the same day or soon; 
(i.e.) those things that were presented unto your minds by the Spirit of God, will come 
to pass; and thus by learning the Spirit of God and understanding it, you may grow into 
the principle of revelation, until you become perfect in Christ Jesus.”  (History of the 
Church 3:381) 
 
“. . . when the heart is sufficiently contrite, then the voice of inspiration steals along 
and whispers.”  (History of the Church 3:293) 
 
“I can taste the principles of eternal life, and so can you. They are given to me by the 
revelations of Jesus Christ; and I know that when I tell you these words of eternal life 
as they are given to me, you taste them, and I know that you believe them. You say 
honey is sweet, and so do I. I can also taste the spirit of eternal life. I know that it is 
good; and when I tell you of these things which were given me by inspiration of the 
Holy Spirit, you are bound to receive them as sweet, and rejoice more and more.”  
(History of the Church 6:312) 
 
“While I was thus in the act of calling upon God, I discovered a light appearing in my 
room, which continued to increase until the room was lighter than at noonday, when 
immediately a personage appeared at my bedside, standing in the air, for his feet did 
not touch the floor. . . He called me by name, and said unto me that he was a 
messenger sent from the presence of God to me, and that his name was Moroni; that 
God had a work for me to do; and that my name should be had for good and evil 
among all nations, kindreds, and tongues, or that it should be both good and evil 
spoken of among all people.”  (Joseph Smith History 1:30, 33) 
 

Copyright  Steve Mortensen.  All rights reserved. Page 3 



Revelation 

 

 

Words of Parley P. Pratt, an associate of Joseph Smith
 
“After we had joined in prayer in his translating room, he dictated in our presence the 
following revelation . . . Each sentence was uttered slowly and very distinctly, and with 
a pause between each, sufficiently long for it to be recorded, by an ordinary writer, in 
long hand. This was the manner in which all his written revelations were dictated and 
written. There was never any hesitation, reviewing, or reading back, in order to keep 
the run of the subject; neither did any of these communications undergo revisions, 
interlinings, or corrections. As he dictated them so they stood, so far as I have 
witnessed; and I was present to witness the dictation of several communications of 
several pages each.”  (Autobiography of Parley P. Pratt, 65-66) 
 
Words of Howard Coray, a clerk of Joseph Smith 
 
“One morning, I went as usual, into the Office to go to work: I found Joseph sitting on 
one side of a table and Robert B. Thompson on the opposite side, and the 
understanding I got was that they were examining or hunting in the manuscript of the 
new translation of the Bible for something on Priesthood, which Joseph wished to 
present, or have read to the people the next Conference: Well, they could not find what 
they wanted and Joseph said to Thompson "put the manuscript one side, and take 
some paper and I will tell you what to write." Bro. Thompson took some foolscap paper 
that was at his elbow and made himself ready for the business. I was seated probably 6 
or 8 feet on Joseph's left side, so that I could look almost squarely into Joseph's left eye 
- I mean the side of his eye. Well, the Spirit of God descended upon him, and a 
measure of it upon me, insomuch that I could fully realize that God, or the Holy Ghost, 
was talking through him. I never, neither before or since, have felt as I did on that 
occasion. I felt so small and humble . . .”  (Autobiography of Howard Coray) 
 
Words of Philo Dibble, a friend of Joseph Smith 
 
“The vision which is recorded in the Book of Doctrine and Covenants [D&C 76] was 
given at the house of ‘Father Johnson,’ in Hiram, Ohio, and during the time that Joseph 
and Sidney were in the spirit and saw the heavens open, there were other men in the 
room, perhaps twelve, among whom I was one during a part of the time-- probably 
two-thirds of the time,- I saw the glory and felt the power, but did not see the vision . . 
. Joseph would, at intervals, say: ‘What do I see?’ as one might say while looking out 
the window and beholding what all in the room could not see. Then he would relate 
what he had seen or what he was looking at. Then Sidney replied, ‘I see the same.’ 
Presently Sidney would say ‘what do I see?’ and would repeat what he had seen or was 
seeing, and Joseph would reply, ‘I see the same.’  This manner of conversation was 
repeated at short intervals to the end of the vision, and during the whole time not a 
word was spoken by any other person. Not a sound nor motion made by anyone but 
Joseph and Sidney, and it seemed to me that they never moved a joint or limb during 
the time I was there, which I think was over an hour, and to the end of the vision.  
Joseph sat firmly and calmly all the time in the midst of a magnificent glory, but Sidney 
sat limp and pale, apparently as limber as a rag, observing which, Joseph remarked, 
smilingly, ‘Sidney is not used to it as I am.’”  (Philo Dibble Recollections, Juvenile 
Instructor 27, 303-304) 
Smith Homestead and grave of 
Joseph Smith 
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